Critical Care Handbook of the Massachusetts
General Hosptial. Ed L. Bigatello. Lippincott Williams & Williams, Suite 303, 55 Mountain Street, Braodway, NSW 2007; US$59.95; 130×205 mm; pp. 728 ; ISBN 978-0-781-79566-1. This is the fifth edition of a pocket intensive care manual from a multidisciplinary group at Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical School. The book is aimed at trainees and practitioners in intensive care and presents, in outline form, a physiological approach to common intensive care issues.
There are 44 chapters (including new chapters on disaster preparedness, quality improvement, nonantibiotic therapies for sepsis, and use of ultrasound in the intensive care unit), and a useful appendix concerning common intensive care unit drugs. The book is 700 pages -a reduction from the well-received fourth edition. There are 16 chapters covering general principles of critical care management and then 28 chapters on specific issues. All information is delivered in a easy-to-read note format and there are many tables, charts and diagrams. Where relevant, clinical images are included and these are wellreproduced. A reference list is provided at the end of each chapter citing references from primary literature and textbooks.
The Handbook is one of many works of comparable price and size. I think this is one of the better handbooks available as it is well presented, contains a wealth of information, is genuinely portable and there is a consistency of approach which derives from its origin in a single institution. However, it is clearly a text aimed at the US audience. Some of the terminology may be unfamiliar, and some of the information may not be relevant or even incorrect in an Australian or New Zealand context. The editors are clearly striving to make it a relevant and dynamic text, judging by the frequent revisions and the inclusion of the new material. I wonder how many trainees in intensive care today actually carry round a handbook? This would be a very useful download for a personal digital assistant or the current capacity of a mobile phone.
D This is the fifth edition of Dr Datta's popular handbook. After four editions, this single-author work is now co-authored by two associate professors from the same institution as Datta. This is presumably mainly for reasons of succession planning. The benefits of a single-author book do not seem to have been lost in this transition. This is a great little book. It contains 19 chapters, including maternal and foetal physiology and pharmacology, labour analgesia, foetal monitoring, anaesthesia for obstetric and non-obstetric procedures, neonatal resuscitation, high-risk pregnancy, in vitro fertilisation and maternal morbidity and mortality. New additions are three appendices containing practice guidelines for obstetric anaesthesia from the American Society of Anesthesiologists. These are useful inclusions and a handy reference but do, of course, reflect North American practice.
Chapters have been slightly reorganised, but not necessarily rationalised, with an expansion of analgesia into several chapters. Sensibly, the superfluous chapter from the fourth edition on postpartum tubal ligation has been absorbed elsewhere in the new edition, and the repetitive words "clinical implications" under each subheading have disappeared.
The style of the handbook has been retained, with a concise but usually thorough discussion of the various topics, and mostly up-to-date references for readers who want to find more detailed information. Because of its practical approach to obstetric anaesthesia, this handbook has gained a reputation around the world as being a valuable resource for trainees and consultants alike.
There are, however, some irritating features of this book. Various parts of the text are italicised, presumably to stress important points, but for me this is used too frequently. Sometimes whole sentences re stressed, such that it results in making the text more difficult to read. Use of generic drug names is more consistent than in previous editions, but trade names, with or without the generic terms bracketed, are still found frequently. Indeed, 'Bicitra' is used alone on one page, and a few pages later we find 'sodium citrate' used alone. I think more careful editing can iron out annoyances like these. It would make the book more appealing to an international readership, and I would have thought encouraging the use of generic drug names should be a worldwide goal in medical texts.
Of course there will be omissions in a book of this size, but this is now a mature publication and there are some points that I think deserve inclusion.
For example, in the management of postpartum haemorrhage, I would have thought a discussion of mechanical means such as an intra-uterine balloon or the B-Lynch suture deserve a mention, and there is no proper discussion on the rational use of blood products and recombinant factor V11a in the context of massive haemorrhage.
Notwithstanding these minor annoyances, this is a book that serves a great purpose. It is an up-todate, practical and detailed yet concise resource for any practitioner involved in the care of women in childbirth, and would be a useful addition to the array of texts available. 
P. McaLEER Bedford Park, South Australia

Appendices containing resources and tools to
assess symptoms, quality of life and substance abuse. The book is comprehensive and achieves this by being succinct, which perhaps makes it harder to read. Chapters provide macroscopic, foundational and then detailed clinical information, in a way that even an expert will find something new. The text of each chapter is well-referenced information accompanied by helpful tables and diagrams.
The advantages are the comprehensive systematic approach to topics, and the emphasis on basic pain perception, mechanisms and factors modulating pain in cancer that reveal the complexity of cancer pain.
The disadvantages are the North American paradigm for use in an Australasian context, that psychosocial factors which influence pain in cancer received less emphasis than other therapies, complexities of managing paediatric and geriatric cancer pain not highlighted and that there is little mention of managing terminal patients with cancer pain, particularly in the community with primary health providers.
G. Bannick Hobart, Tasmania
Training in Anaesthesia: The Essential Curriculum.
Eds C. Spoors, K. Kiff; Oxford University Press, Great Clarendon Street, Oxford OX2 6DP, UK; £49.95; 195×265 mm; pp. 621; ISBN 978-0-19-922726-6. This is a first edition reference text written for candidates preparing for the British first part examination (Fellowship of the Royal College of Anaesthetists). The contents are very wide-ranging
